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FLICK CASE

THE GAINER OF THE WAR -A
BUSINESS-MINDED MAN OR
A SLAVEHOLDER?
AN ARTICLE BY BEIER (ARABELLA) LIU

Friedrich Flick, who was one day the youngest

Politically, since 1932, Friedrich Flick became gradually

German billionaire, has been found guilty of the

involved as a donor in Hitler’s NSDAP as the party grew

crime against humanity in the MICC court. He is

increasingly popular and influential. From 1933 or 1935

now facing 15 years of imprisonment as well as the

on,

order to surrender 120 millions euros.

(Himmler’s Circle ofFriends), a group of about 40 people

he was a member of “Himmlers Freundeskreis”

that supported the Leader of the SS ideally but also
The announcement of the verdict was delayed due to the
complicity of the case, however, it did not give us a
surprising result. The court explained that Flick’s motive
was to protect his economic interests, thus a financial
punishment would be more effective. As result, the court
sentenced Friedrich Flick to 15 years of imprisonment
and ordered his surrender of 120,000,000 euros.
Friedrich Flick is accused of committing Crime against
humanity during the Second World War. As an extremely
wealthy Industrialist in Nazi Germany, he owned a
conglomerate which involved in the production of steel
and military-related equipment. During the pre-war
period, Flick became the leader of the armament
industry.From 1939, the production of armament became
more and more important, in order to fill the gap, the
conglomerate used “forced labour” by employing the
work of Prisoners of War and inmates of concentration
camps.

financially with about one million Reichsmark annually.
The main argument about the Flick case is that ‘was it a
crime of enslavement?’ If so, ‘is Flick the one
responsible?’
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FLICK CASE

Main arguments of the Prosecution
The prosecution believes that Flick enslaved 120.000
people by forcing them to work under inhumane
working conditions and exercising cruel punishment. ‘…
a Polish Jew was beaten and taken upstairs under the
shower where he died while his son, a young boy, was
forced to watch’ -a witness testimony introduced by the
prosecution. Additionally, Flick as the owner of the
factories consciously disregarded available information
which indicated that the crimes were happening in his
factories. As a member of a highly exclusive political
group in Nazi Germany, it is hard to image that Flick
had no knowledge about the treatment in his
companies. It is suggested that Flick could have

Main arguments of the Defence

prevented such horrible treatment in his companies
even if he had no power to free them.

‘Mr. Flick was not the one who is calling the shot’ -as

Due to these claims, the prosecution stands that

said by the defence lawyer Bryna Kelley.

Friedrich Flick is punishable under Art. 7 (1) (c) and 28
(b) of the Rome Statute. They demanded a sentence of
25 years, a fine of 1000 euros per each person enslaved
in his factories, as well as forfeiture of all proceeds
acquired through his criminal activities.

The defence denied the charges against Friedrich Flick
and claimed his innocence. It was argued that Flick was
just a businessman who finds his way to live during the
wartime, where as the Nazi government was the one
responsible for the forced labour. Moreover, the defence
stated that undernutrition was not exclusive in the
concentration camp. It was a time of desperation,
everyone in Germany was not well-fed because of the
ongoing war.Thus, the defence claimed that Flick is not
guilty. Yet, even if the court finds him guilty, they ask for
no more than 2 years of the sentence.The verdict was
delivered. The accused was proven guilty by the court
considering all elements of the crime were fulfilled. The
court found that though Flick could not have changed
where the workers were being pulled from, he still had
the ability to ensure that the workers in the camps were
paid, fed well and had better living conditions.
Furthermore, as a member of Himmler’s circle -an
exclusive political organization, the court believes that
Flick had access to the list of inmates. In other words,
Flick was consciously disregarding his responsibilities,
which is punishable under the Rome Statute.
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ERDEMOVIC CASE

“KNOWLEDGE
MEANS
AWARENESS”
A CASE OF DRAZEN ERDEMOVIC
AN ARTICLE BY LESLIE HENDRICKS
While the listeners of this year’s trials are probably

TDue to its reputation of “non-alignment”, it was able to

in their cozy rooms, drinking tea, eating pizza, and

declare

sitting in front of their devices, the prosecution, the

Furthermore, the Yugoslav economy started to collapse,

defence, and the judges are probably preparing their

which increased unemployment and inflation. This in

first-ever online trial on the case of Drazen

return led to an increased ethnic nationalism. Then, in

Erdemović.

its

independence

from

the

Soviet

Union.

1991 Slovenia and Croatia declared their independence
from Yugoslavia. After a long year of back and forth, Bosnia

Drazen Erdemović was part of the Army of Bosnia and

and Herzegovina decided to secede as well, their decision

Herzegovina as well as of the Bosnian Croat Army (HVO),

took so long since the inhabitants were ethnically not

which meant that he was part of one of the most tragic

homogeneous, which meant that none of the ethnicities

crimes on human rights after the Second World War. He

had a majority. Therefore, there was no possible way to

was part of the Conflict in Yugoslavia. He is accused of

separate them into clean geographical units. So, in March

having participated in the senseless slaughter of civilians,

1992, the president declared the independence of the

which is a crime against humanity. After having taken all of

country. The now existing insecurities were followed by

the points of this trial into account the judges came up

war!

with the verdict of Mister Erdemović being guilty. To begin
with, the prosecution is all dressed-up in one color, red,

As the Prosecution goes on, they claim that since Drazen

one united force. And as the judge gives the word to them,

Erdemović was in full possession of his mental ability, he

they start by giving the historical background of the case,

has to be found guilty on the crime of murder. They want

which is the following the Socialist Federal Republic of

him to be sentenced to at least 10 years in prison. As they

Yugoslavia consisted of Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia,

had finished their introduction, the judge passed the word

Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Macedonia. From 1945

over to the Defence. They as well start by giving some

until 1980, the state was under the communist rule of

historical background on the case, followed by some

President Josip Broz Tito. When he died in 1980, the

background information on the accused himself which is

changing political situation included the end of the Cold

the following.As mentioned before, Drazen Erdemović

War and the collapse of most communist regimes, which

served in two armies, the Army of Bosnia-Herzegovina and

meant that Yugoslavia began to feel the pressure to reform

in the HVO.

its state.
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A CASE OF DRAZEN
ERDEMOVIC

He was 24 at the time and tried to desert, because he helped Serb
prisoners escape. He afterwards wanted to flee to Switzerland,
but got caught since he didn’t have his ID. He then joined the
10th Sabotage Detachment as a Sergeant in April 1994, because
he didn’t want to harm any civilians. Shortly after joining the
Detachment, he refused to carry out orders and then got demoted
to a simple soldier. According to his testimony, he refused to kill
civilians more than one time, but shot several of them on July 12,
1994. According to him, this was the only time he couldn’t refuse
to kill the people, because he otherwise would have had to stand
in a row beside them. He actually thought about this, but then
remembered his wife and his son, who would otherwise have
been left without any income.
n
“I am nobody’s robot for killing”

According to Article 31 (d) of the Rome Statute, the person

Next on, the Defence points out that Erdemović refused to shoot

shall not be criminally responsible if the time of the conduct

500 civilians at first and then afterwards got forced to kill about

has been caused by stress, resulting by a threat of imminent

70 people. Also, they thought it was important to mention that

death or continuing pressure or threat to himself. They also say

the accused voluntarily made contact with the court and that

it’s worth noting that Erdemovic was not responsible for the

without his testimony, many crimes couldn’t have been solved.

decision to shoot at the present citizens. The Defense finishes

Surprisingly, the next thing that happened was that the Defence

with an appeal to the judges in case that their client is found

claimed the accused to (indeed) be guilty, due to the so-called

guilty,

“criminal responsibility”, since there was no doubt that Erdemovic

imprisonment.The prosecution now has the word. They argue

killed the people. He then shortly afterwards got shot himself by

that Drazen Erdemovič actually testified that he killed, because

his colleagues and had to spend several months in the military

he fired his automatic rifle and killed about 70 people. He

hospital without receiving a salary.

therefore knew he would commit a crime against humanity.To

there

should

be

no

more

than

5

years

of

conclude, there were two main arguments made by the
“(...)We agree that this crime against humanity did happen

Defense. First, Drazen Erdemović acted upon orders. Second of

according to the case materials presented (...)”

all, his reaction was caused by duress, which means that there

To continue with, the prosecution argues that he could have

was an active outside pressure put on his life, although there is

refused to shoot the 70 citizens and would have gotten away with

no immediate connection between the threat at the bar he got

it. He in fact obeyed the command of his officer. The question one

shot and his former commander. The Prosecution in return

must ask oneselves now is, was it willingly? They go on by

argues the other way around, they claim that Mister Erdemović

pointing out once more that Erdemovic was aware of the

was not forced, and nonetheless did not avoid any greater

consequences. This argument is afterwards declined by the

harm, but forced the greatest harm on the families of the

Defense as they repeat that those people would have died

civilians. After having considered every notable argument, the

anyways, with or without his commitment. He would have been

judges have come to the verdict that Drazen Erdemović is

dead as well, and therefore would not be able to tell his story

found guilty of a crime against humanity and therefore will be

today.

sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment.

MICC TALK

TALK WITH LINDA ROSENTHAL
TABEETHA SCHOOL
(ISRAEL)

MICC HAS HAD
AN
ENORMOUSLY
POSITIVE
EFFECT ON MY
STUDENTS
AN INTERVIEW BY MAXIMA MERTENS

Linda began her journey with MICC in
2010 and has since had the privilege of
seeing the amazingly positive effects that
the best educational program has had on
her student's lives.
How did you get involved in MICC in the
first place?
MICC was doing outreach for new
schools.
The
program
sounded
fascinating in several ways.
A. It addressed Human Rights Issues
which is important for students in
general
and,
Israeli
students
in
particular.
B. It seemed to have an approach to
learning/teaching which isn't and really
can't be done within the normal school
classroom.
C. My husband is a lawyer and I thought
that it would give me a better
understanding of his work. MICC met and
surpassed my original expectations by
far.

In your opinion, what's the most
relevant/important thing your students
can take from doing MICC and apply to
their everyday life? What kind of impact
have you seen this project have on your
past students /participants?

How does regular/normal MICC
compare to doing it online/through
zoom?
I'm actually amazed at how Kerim
and Jens and the trainers were able
to transfer the essence of MICC into
an online format. It's a real feat.
That being said there are definitely
differences between doing it live and
online. The biggest difference is the
physical or lack thereof, physical
contact with one another. The
traveling and adventure that we miss
by doing it on line is replaced by
warm weather and good food by
being at home. As far as the work, we
usually spend a very long time
preparing for Intercultural evening,
which takes 5-10 minutes at home,
and many weekly meetings to
prepare
the
preparatory
case
questions, basic ICC and human
rights background,
which was
replaced by a few Zoom lessons. The
judges and lawyers seemed to have
more prep.time as well when we are
actually together. The after session
social aspect between both the
students and the adults is also
missing and missed by doing it on
line.In addition, for me personally
when we go to Germany and Poland I
can't teach my normal school classes
and now I need to do both at the
same time.

MICC has had an enormously positive
effect on my students in so many ways.
Starting with the basics, their public
speaking skills have improved, their
ability to communicate in English on a
high level have been accomplished, as
well as the abilities to research and work
together in a team. On what I think is a
deeper level, they've gained a knowledge
of Human Rights which has helped them
to be more sympathetic and open to
others, they've gained an inner confidence
to follow their dreams, and for some it
opened a career path in law, media, and
conflict resolution.etc.

THE TRAVELING AND ADVENTURE
THAT WE MISS BY DOING IT ONLINE
IS REPLACED BY WARM WEATHER
AND GOOD FOOD BY BEING AT HOME.
LINDA ROSENTHAL

IS GERMANY FINALLY
READY TO ACT IN THE
FACE OF ANOTHER
HUMANITARIAN DRAMA?
AN ARTICLE BY MAI ERDMANN

Moria, the refugee camp. Lesbos, Greek.
A night, turning into a nightmare. And
Europe?
In the night from 8th to 9th September 2020, several fires
had destroyed the refugee camp Moria and left the people
with nothing but their lives.The situation of the people
living in the camps, that could hardly become any worse,
aggravated. Asylum seekers had no access to drinking
water and sanitary facilities anymore, many people had no
other possibility than sleeping on the ground. Medical
attendance is very rare. And now?
What does this have to do with me, the proper German
might ask himself. In a perfectly organized life, there
seems to be no space for catastrophes. Imagining the
hardship of other people that is so far from your own
reality of life is almost impossible.

Germany’s behaviour like a "moral world champion" in terms of
accepting refugees is not necessary according to Horst Seehofer,
Germany’s Home Secretary. Germany should not act as guardian,
but more like a partner for Europe.
A severe debate about migration is going on in Germany. 1553
refugees are being accepted by Germany in the course of the fires
in the camp, but does that really help? Symbolic politics, is that
what the government does?

According to a study by the university of Leipzig, the

Right-wing extremism seems to become a notorious problem in

Germans that are being racist and xenophobic are

Germany since it not only spreads in the population, but also in

becoming more, especially in eastern Germany: in 2019,

governmental institutions that hold the monopoly of violence: A

the number of right-wing extremists increased by 30,000.

chat group in which pictures of Hitler, xenophobic paroles and a

Right-wing populist parties like the AfD gain more and

fictitious presentation of a refugee in a gas chamber were

more approval among the population and the line between

shared has recently been discovered in North-Rhine Westphalia.

civil protests and forms of right-wing extremist agitations

29 policemen are under suspicion, but only the Federal Office

vanishes.

for the Protection of the Constitution hires an analysis. This

Particularly remarkable is the fact that the states which

institution itself is already criticized because of its involvement

have to deal the most with upcoming right-wing

within the NSU-Complex.

extremism are the ones who have less experience with
migration, like the eastern German states.

Especially with regards to Germany’s past, the National

These increasing xenophobic attitudes can be put into

Socialism and the Nazis that committed a genocide against

relation with the refugee crisis of 2015 when the German

jewish people, preserving human rights and supporting a

borders were opened in order to let refugees from Syria

refugee policy that is based on human rights should be

into the country. People were feeling threatened and were

Germanys responsibility, as well as the suppression of right-

afraid of the unknown. They were afraid that they might

wing extremism. Therefore the acceptance of refugees is an act

have to make concessions to their standards of living.

of humanity and rejecting refugees would mean to accept the
violation of human rights happening in refugee camps. That
poses a threat to our modern understanding of democracy in
which everyone is equal.
So what does this have to do with me? It has to do a lot with the
proper German, would be the answer. Especially in his perfectly
organized life, human rights are the basis for everything and
have to be protected by all means.
Xenophobic and racist attitudes can only be overcome with a
direct confrontation of immigrants, by letting the people make
good experiences and by losing the fear of the unknown. Acting
like a "moral world champion" therefore has nothing to do with
the problem, especially when we are talking about numbers like

"stop islamization, vote AfD"

1553.

VIOLATIONS OF
HUMAN RIGHTS TO
MINORITY GROUPS
IN POLAND
AN ARTICLE BY ALEKSANDRA ZBROSZCZYK
Each of us has human rights, these are the basic norms

There is a group of women who are completely against abortion

that each of us enjoys resulting from the very fact of

because of their beliefs and values - they do not consent to

being human, including the right to life, freedom of

killing unborn children. As we can guess, there is a very large

speech, association, the right to be religious or sexually

group of women who are fighting to make the abortion

different.

procedure legal, because the lack of this provision in Polish law
limits their freedom, freedom and the ability to decide about
their own body. Women organize protests, the National
Women's Strike has been taking place since October 2020,

The topic of abortion is a controversial topic for many
people. According to the catalog of human rights in
Poland, every living being has the full right to freedom
and the freedom to decide about himself. It is the
government's job to protect all human rights. But is it
truly like that? In Poland, women are fighting for their
rights for a long time, forbidding women to abort when it
is known that the child will not be able to function
normally after birth or when it is known that it will be
born still, they have been deprived of the right to decide
about themselves, their own health and even about your
life. It is also worth noting that specific groups of women
have different opinions, values and ideas.

women take to the streets to defend their rights, most of them
are equipped with various thematic banners that express
complete opposition to the ban on abortion

In Poland, there is also a very large lack of respect and

I think that there are many other forms of expressing your

protection for the human rights of lesbians, gays,

own opinion, these people did it in a very uncultivated and

bisexuals and trans people (LGBT).

aggressive way, Which in my opinion is definitely not a

LGBT representatives experience very high discrimination

good solution.

due to their sexual differences. People from the LGBT

There is also an LGBT-free zone in Poland, it is an area

community also feel discriminated against because of the

free from the so-called LGBT ideology, in a broader sense

appearances that assess their attitudes, behavior that

it is an area covered by one of the homophonic anti-LGBT

manifests a lack of consent to, for example, getting married

laws and other declarations that directly or indirectly

or adopting, but also - which happens relatively rarely -

exclude LGBT people and their families. In defense of their

aggressive behavior directed towards representatives of

rights, people from the LGBT community organize pride

these movements. What politicians think about that?

parades/marches, which celebrate the social and personal

So, I present several homophobic statements by leading

acceptance of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual

politicians:

people and their achievements, their rights and a sense of

"If a homosexual person tries to 'infect' others with his

pride, people participating in the marches proclaim

homosexuality, the state must intervene in such a violation of

slogans about freedom, equality and tolerance. LGBT

freedom," former Prime Minister Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz,

people feel equal in parades.

October 3, 2005.

Hopefully these conflicts will be resolved in a way

"If the deviants start to demonstrate, they should be beaten up"

peaceful, non-violent, aggressive, democratic and will suit

- Member of Parliament, Wojciech Wierzejski on May 11,

the general public.

2006.
"Homosexual

practices

lead

to

drama,

emptiness

and

degeneration", Teresa Łęcka, new director of the Central
Teacher Training Center, October 9, 2006.
In Poland, freedom of expression and freedom of assembly
are not fully respected. There have been many incidents
where people taking part in demonstrations organized by
LGBT communities were attacked by counter-demonstrators,
so at that time the police did not provide demonstrators with
the possibility of peaceful assembly.
In my opinion, it is really cruel treatment of another person,
each of us has feelings, in addition, no one deserves to use
violence against us, both physical and mental, in my opinion
the statements of politicians were very hurtful and out of
place.

REGINA TURNER

DIRECTOR OF NEW MEXICO HUMAN RIGHTS PROJECTS
(NMHRP)

ONLINE
EDITION OF
MICC HAS BEEN
OUTSTANDING
By Diego Sanchez

How did you get involved with
MICC/how long have you been
working with it?
New Mexico Human Rights
Projects has been a proud
partner of MICC since 2013.
NMHRP was recommended as a
U.S. partner by a colleague of
mine at the Anne Frank House,
Amsterdam. Since 2013, 64 New
Mexico
students
have
participated in the program.
What did you think about MICC
online? What were some of the
challenges of
holding MICC online?
The Online Edition of MICC has
been
outstanding.
Project
Manager Kerim and the MICC
trainers, Jens, Ivrtko, Maida and
Vanja brilliantly guided the
students through
this demanding program with
the right combination of
seriousness and humor.ere was a
great deal of information to
impart within a few days and
they did it with masterful
aplomb. All of the students must
be commended for adjusting
their time clocks so everyone
from three continents could be
accommodated.

Conducting
such
a
huge
endeavor online with many
different
platforms
and
chatrooms to juggle requires
some technical knowledge; I
found it mind boggling watching
and listening to Kerim switch
gears throughout the day. It was
all fairly seamless. Of course,
conducting the program online
eliminates the possibility of
students interacting the way
they can in person - developing
personal
relationships
and
networking.
But
hopefully,
you've been able to do a virtual
version of this and will make
future plans to meet in person
one day.

What drove you to create the
NMHRP? Has anything changed
in your community as a result of
creating it?
I have always been motivated by
a concept in Judaism called
Tikun Olam - meaning “to repair
the world.” Each person has the
ability to work towards the
betterment of his or her own
existence as well as that of
future generations to build a
more just world.

I believe we are all responsible for
giving back to the community to
make it a better place. I remember
reading a quote many years ago that
has always stuck with me - "Social
justice is best served by a strong,
diverse community of people
dedicated to advancing human
dignity and challenging inequality."
NMHRP's mission is to lay a
foundation for a generation of young
people
to
understand
the
fundamental importance of human
rights and respect for others by
offering
unique
experiential
education
opportunities
that
encourage, inspire and empower
both students and teachers to work
toward a more peaceful world. For
25 years, we have done just that.
However, it is difficult to measure if
we've actually changed anything in
the
community.
Quantitatively,
we’ve reached more than 500,000
New Mexicans, qualitatively, we are
addressing what I call the
intangibles of education -

compassion, empathy, doing the
right thing, standing up to injustice
and that's hard to measure. I am
proud that our programs have served
to make NM students, teachers and
the general public more aware of
man's inhumanity to man and the
critical importance of being vigilant
when an injustice occurs.
Of all the values (such as truth,
respect, or peace) humans are
capable of, which do you think is
most important to uphold and why?
I would say respect of others and
their differences is the most
important to uphold and can be the
impetus for allowing people to trust
one another enough to have a
dialogue and work toward peace.

I am proud that our
programs have served to
make NM students,
teachers and the general
public more aware of
man's inhumanity to
man and the critical
importance of being
vigilant when an
injustice occurs.
REGINA TURNER

MICC PRESS TEAM 2020

STEVEN SALUK (ISRAEL)

ONLINE EDITION

MIKOŁAJ KANONIUK

Steven likes biology and maths and he likes

Mikołaj is 16 years old. He is attending the school

playing sports too.

program for humanities profile,
which means that he has extended school
subjects in polish, english and history. He
is planning to study law after graduating from
high school

DIEGO SANCHEZ (USA)

LESLIE HENDRICKS (GERMANY)

Diego is from New Mexico and is a leader in his

Leslie is currently studying at the Albertus-

school's Speech and Debate club.

Magnus-Gymnasium in Bensberg. She’s very

He strongly believes in protecting disadvantaged

passionate about historical events and English

and mistreated groups, is

culture. Furthermore, she is very interested in

interested in learning about criminal justice and

making experiences with different cultures

human rights in the status quo,

and languages. When she has finished her A-

and strives to think of how they can be better

Levels, she’d like to travel around the

upheld.

globe and explore beyond new frontiers.

ALEKSANDRA ZBROSZCZYK
(POLAND)
She was born in Trzcianka. Aleksandra attend
Stanisław Staszic Secondary School
and she is on the humanities profile. She extend
English in her school. After
graduating from high school, she plans to study
psychology. She would like to work
someday as an psychologist.

MAI ERDMANN (GERMANY)
Mai was born in Aachen, Germany and currently
attends the Albertus-MagnusGymnasium in
Bensberg. She enjoys writing short texts and
stories. In 2020, she won the German Essay
Competition and got to explore the archive of
literature in Marbach, Germany. After graduating
high school, she plans on studying something
related to journalism and law.

BEIER (ARABELLA) LIU
(ISRAEL)
Arabella is an international student from Beijing
who is currently studying in Israel.
She is keen to study politics and international
relations from humanism views. She
pays close attention to international affairs,
especially the issues of human rights.
She had attended Model UN conferences and is
fluent in three different languages.

MAXIMA MERTENS (GERMANY)
Maxima was born in Bensberg and lived there for
the first few years of her life. Her family then
moved to the United States of America. After 5
years of living abroad, her family moved back to
Germany where she attended Bonn International
School before switching to Albertus-MagnusGymnasium. She is
currently attending the AMG, where she plans on
completing her Abitur and then studying media
marketing or psychology abroad.

ALEKSY URBANIAK (POLAND)
Aleksy is 16 years old. He lives in Trzcianka,
Poland. He is a student of the second
grade of high school. Aleksy is passionate about
history and programming. He is
attending in the school the humanistic program.
After school, he would like to
become a notary or programmer

