
Historical accuracy of the film 'Henry VIII'

'Henry VIII' Scarisbrick Other sources
Anne & 
Percy

• Percy's father 
(earl of 
Northumber-
land) is 
against 
marriage

• publicly 
asking Henry 
for permission 
to marry → 
first 
agreement 
but then 
rejection

p.148-9 • Percy already 
betrothed

• King → Wolsey → 
refused to allow P. 
To break his 
engagement

• words failed → 
Wolsey told P.'s 
father to remove 
P. From court and 
'knock some 
sense in him'

Robert 
Aske

leader of rebellions 
called the 
'Pilgrimage of Grace'

surrounds the king 
→ demands:

1. stop closure 
of 
monasteries

2. stop 
slaughtering 
the monks 
and nuns → 
give money 
back to the 
church

3. punishment of 
responsibles 
(Cromwell)

Henry invites Aske 
coming to court for 
two-three days for 
reconciliation → 
Aske accepts and 
celebrates with the 
King calling each 
other 'friend' 

Norfolk sent to arrest 
Aske → brutally 
hanged at the gates 
of York

p. 339-47 • loyal to the King; 
critical subject

• aim: return to 
obedience to 
Rome

• leader of 
rebellions called 
the 'Pilgrimage of 
Grace' (1536 → 
Henry celebrates 
third marriage 
with Jane 
Seymour)

• various motives, 
e.g. economic/ 
social grievances, 
landlordism, 
fiscalism, local 
politics, recent 
religious changes

• confident that 
Henry would hear 
their petition/ not 
break his word

• Norfolk sent to 
meet 30 Pilgrims 
in Doncaster → 
king's pardon/ 
promise of 
establishing a 
parliament



• Aske – believing 
the King's 
promise – sends 
fellows home and 
accepts the 
invitation to court

• Henry → awful 
punishment on 
Lincoln, York, 
Durham, 
Newcastle, Hull 

• most of the 
rebellions' leaders 
brought to death 
(Aske)

Seymour 
brothers

• much 
influence; 
ambitious

• King marries 
Thomas 
Seymour's 
betrothed 
Catherine 
Parr

Edward 
Seymour, 
earl of 
Hertford

                               p. 474-5 advance of Hertford and 
John Dudley (Viscount 
Lisle, later earl of 
Warwick and duke of 
Northumberland) 

  p. 482 Hertford and Dudley = 
leading figures in the 
council

Thomas 
Seymour

p. 456 • dangerous/ 
lecherous

• about to marry 
Catherine Parr 
but King marries 
her

execution 
of Cromwell

• Executioner,
aged 16, is 
an 
inexperienced 
teenanger 
chosen by the 
King → stroke 
three times

'Hall's Chronicle'
( http://www.arch
ive.org/stream/h
allschronicleco0
0halluoft#page/n
5/mode/2up)→ 
"paciently 
suffered the 
stroke of the 
axe, by a ragged 
and Boocherly 



miser, whiche 
very ungoodly 
perfourmed the 
Office"
'The Tudors' 
(film) → 
executioner tries 
four times until 
another man 
takes the axe 
and relieves 
Cromwell from 
the pains and 
beheads him 
with one strike


